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Exciting is not a term normally used when studying law. The examination of cases, judgments, protocols,
procedure, cutting-edge arguments do not necessarily equate with a quickening pulse, even for the most ardent of
students. But Luo Xiang's class is different. Luo uses references from current affairs and bizarre court cases to
spice up legal studies.
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Wearing a pair of glasses and a suit, Luo often starts his class with a story or a weird case, which may even
challenge a moral bottom line, to explain legal terms. Behind the "funny" cases, his class is always inspirational,
sparking discussion about law and ethics.
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"Law studying should be serious, not entertaining,” Luo posts on his Sina Weibo account.
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1995-1999, China Youth College for Political Sciences, bachelor in law;



SM/&.H https://www.jiandongshicai.cn/

— jiandongshic

P??7??7??7?7?77?

1999-2002, China University of Political Science and Law, master in criminal law;
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2002-2005, Peking University, PhD in criminal law;
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2009-2010, University of California, Berkeley, visiting scholar;
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2013-2014, Duke University, visiting scholar.
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Luo’s complex legal anecdotes involve a regular cast of fictional characters, such as the nefarious Zhang San — a
made-up-sounding name analogous to John Smith. Zhang is so comically diabolical that he has ascended to meme
status among fans, who even made him his own Bilibili account.

Over the course of Luo’s lectures, Zhang has poisoned people, scammed prostitutes, died of fright from the sound
of fireworks while bathing in a pond, robbed people using a piece of poo, and gone to prison for pouring scalding
water on a tree.
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?7? principal punishment/sanction

?7? surveillance, or police supervision in a community, from three months to two years

?7? criminal detention, from one month to six months

???7? fixed-term imprisonment

???7? non-fixed-term imprisonment / life imprisonment

?? death penalty
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???7? elements of a crime

???7? subject

???? object

???7? self-defense

??2?? complicity in an offense

?? accomplice

?7? principal

?7? accessory
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Although the jokes may be what reel viewers in, Luo’s lasting appeal lies in the reverence with which he treats
legal matters, as well as ethics and public welfare. Amid all the absurdity, he peppers in quotes from serious
historical figures like Plato, Newton, and the Chinese philosopher Zhuangzi.
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Viewers appreciate that behind Luo Xiang'’s ridiculous stories and anecdotes is someone who reveres the sanctity
of his profession.
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Notes

quicken /?kw?k?n/ v (?)?7?;??

bizarre /b??z??r/ adj ?????;?2?2???
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ardent /???2dnt/ adj ???;??7?

quirky /?kw??rki/ adj ??7?

nefarious / n??feri?s / adj ???;????

comical /?k?m?kl / adj ???;?2??,?2??

diabolical /?da???b?I?kl / adj ????7?,?2?2?,2???

pepper /[?pep?r/ v 22?7
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