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Mei Xiang, a 22-year-old giant panda who came to the United States in 2000, could deliver a cub-or cubs-in the
next few days, the Smithsonian's National Zoo in Washington has announced, after imaging revealed what
appeared to be a fetus.

Mei Xiang holds her cub, Bei Bei, at the Smithsonian National Zoological Park in December 2015. MATT
MCCLAIN/GETTY IMAGES
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“We need this! We totally need this joy,” said zoo spokeswoman Pamela Baker-Masson. “We are all in desperate
need of these feel-goods.”

Mei has had numerous “false pregnancies,” which are common in giant pandas and happen when the animal
exhibits early signs of pregnancy but no cub appears. That is not the case this time, the zoo said.

| can’t confirm or deny that there’s two there. | would expect that she may have two, because that's what [pandas]
do and that's what she’s done in the past. So that's what we’re all planning for. | suspect there are two.

PP ?2??7???7?7?77?7?7?7?7??7?7?7?7?7?7?7?7??7?7?7?7

Mei Xiang has given birth to three surviving cubs: Tai Shan, Bao Bao and Bei Bei. Tai Shan was born in July 2005
and now lives in China. Bao Bao was born in August 2013 and moved to China in February 2017.

Reproductive scientists from the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute and zoo veterinarians performed the
artificial insemination of Mei Xiang in late March, with frozen semen collected from Tian Tian, Mei Xiang's
companion who also came to the zoo nearly 20 years ago, the zoo said in a statement.



g S https://www.jiandongshicai.cn/

— jiandongshicai.cn

The panda could also have a stillbirth, or the fetuses could be resorbed, said spokeswoman Pamela Baker-
Masson.

Chief veterinarian Don Neiffer said the zoo’s panda pregnancy team would meet and make sure everyone was
ready. “It takes a village to raise a panda — or at least get one out,” he said.
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BREAKING Panda update: This morning
@nationalzoo put out new video of ultrasound of
panda mama #MeiXiang with her fetus "kicking
and swimming" inside her. Birth could be
imminent. Cross your fingers. #Washington needs
some good news! Here's ultrasound:

ant Panda Mei Xiang Ultrasound Aug. 17, 2020 at Smit...
B. Keep yvour paws crossed! This morning, Zoo

terinarians saw some exciting movement during giant
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This makes me smile. Shows you that life will go on.
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}'1" | am an "old" mother-here's hoping!
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GO MEIMN! We love you!! (& Papa Tian Tian, too!)

She was acting so young & frisky this year— The zookeepers
always tell me that she is a very healthy panda!-:)

. Kartini 2X7)
Thanks for this. We need some good news stories.
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Every good wish for mama, baby(ies) and the support team! | hope
everything goes as well as possible.
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