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The poet Louise Gluck has become the first American woman to win the Nobel prize for literature in 27 years, cited
for “her unmistakable poetic voice that with austere beauty makes individual existence universal”.

Gluck is the 16th woman to win the Nobel, and the first American woman since Toni Morrison took the prize in
1993.
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Before Andrea Ghez, Donna Strickland in 2018, Maria Goeppert Mayer in 1963 and Marie Curie in 1903 were
awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics; while over 200 men have received that recognition.

Emmanuelle Charpentier and Jennifer A. Doudna have discovered one of gene technology’s sharpest tools: the
CRISPR/Cas9 genetic scissors.

Using these, researchers can change the DNA of animals, plants and microorganisms with extremely high
precision.
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This technology has had a revolutionary impact on the life sciences, is contributing to new cancer therapies and
may make the dream of curing inherited diseases come true.
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To me it's always been very important to encourage young women into the sciences, so to me it means an
opportunity and a responsibility to encouraging the next generation of scientists who are passionate about this kind
of work into the field.
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