S s e https://www.jiandongshicai.cn/

— jiandongshicai.cn

oo ooooo* gg” oooouobboboooood

120000000400 bo00bog* bog” 0boobod

People in Japan are bidding farewell to Xiang Xiang, the giant panda and by far the most popular attraction at
Tokyo’s Ueno Zoological Gardens with celebrations and souvenirs.
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In preparation for her upcoming departure, a department store near Ueno is holding a “thank you” celebration for
Xiang Xiang, where people can buy panda-themed merchandise and food items.
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Panda sweet buns and a strawberry and sour cream cake with cream shaped like panda heads are among the
most favorite food items of the store.
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A commemorative medallion with an image of Xiang Xiang is priced at 650,000 yen ($6,234) as it is made of pure
gold.

Photo exhibitions and giant panda balloon featuring Xiang Xiang’s face will also take place near Ueno from Dec 23
to 25, according to Tokyo’s Matsuzakaya department store.
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Being the major attraction of the Tokyo zoo, Xiang Xiang enjoyed popularity in Japan since she was born in June
2017. The zoo had to introduce a ticketing system to reserve slots to watch her gambol around her enclosure.
There is a daily limit of 6,500 people for Xiang Xiang alone, with slots typically reserved weeks in advance.
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The Tokyo zoo has three pandas, Xiang Xiang and her parents Ri Ri and Shin Shin. However, as Xiang Xiang is
coming back to China in December and her parents’ 10 year loan will run out in February, the zoo is potentially
under pressure over losing its favorite attraction.
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Ministry ¢ eign Affairs

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying introduces more about pushing back the return of Xiang
Xiang during a regular news conference in Beijing on Dec 11, 2020. [Photo/fmprc.gov.cn]
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