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China launched the Shenzhou XII manned spacecraft on June 17, which is expected to
send three astronauts to its space station core module Tianhe for a three-month mission.
The spacecraft, atop a Long March-2F carrier rocket, was launched from the Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Center.
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Building a space station and national space laboratory is an important goal of the three-
step strategy of China's manned space program, and an important leading project to
boost the country's strength in science and technology, as well as in space.
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