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The mistake happens when you’ re choosing a major solely based on money. You need
to also consider your passions, your dislikes, and most importantly, your happiness. Can
you see yourself investing the next 40 years or so in this career without getting bored?
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The truth is, choosing a major with high-paying career options will not actually
guarantee you a high-paying job. It will all depend on position openings and your
competitors when you graduate. If there are limited openings, the job will go to someone
who is truly interested in the field.
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You should choose a major that you are driven to succeed in, even if you won’ t make as
much money.
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There is a balance that should be maintained when you’ re choosing a major. You want
to pick something that interests you, but you need to be sure that you won’ t get sick of
it as time progresses.
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Often times, people will confuse their hobhies with their passions. Merriam-Webster
defines a hobby as “ a pursuit outside one’ s regular occupation engaged in especially
for relaxation.”
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According to a photographer named Jenika, passions differ from hobbies in that passions
are not relaxing. “ Passions don’ t leave you alone. Passions insert themselves into your
life whether you have time for them or not. Passions soothe you and drive you crazy at
the same time,” she said on her Psychology for Photographers blog.
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A hobby is never meant to be your priority. When you choose to study your hobby—to
build your life around it—it can lose its appeal, and then it won’ t be relaxing anymore.
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Choosing a major based on your passion means pursuing what you love despite all the
work that goes into it. When evaluating your choices, you should think ahead to how
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you might feel about the field by the time you finish college.
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Being interested in a major is a start, but don’ t stop there. Researching the field will
help you be sure that a major is right for you. If you know someone in the field or with
that major, ask them for some input.
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Consider the entire journey you’ Il pursue—what kind of coursework the major
demands, how many years of school you’ |l need, and what job prospects will be
available to you with a degree. If you’ ve done your investigating and you’ re still
interested, dip your toes in before you commit. Try to get some experience—shadow
someone in a business office.
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Many times, the idea of a specific major is better than the reality for students who enter it
blindly. A little research before choosing a major will go a long way to prepare you for
what’ s in store.
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The opinions of your friends and family aren’ t something to ignore, but the choice is
ultimately yours. You’ re the one doing the work and earning the degree. You’ Il only
truly enjoy and succeed in the field if you wanted to be in it in the first place.
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If anyone wants to help you in choosing a major and you wholeheartedly agree with their
opinions, then go with it. But if you want your future to go in any other direction, speak
up. Explain your side—what makes you so passionate about choosing a different major?
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Remember that college is an investment of both your time and money. The only way to
get the best outcome is to shape your own future.
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Don’ tsettle. You’' re passionate about a field of study and you’ ve researched it. You
found that it’ s a lot of work, which is a little intimidating. However, if you’ re
motivated enough to succeed, you can earn the degree.
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Honestly, there is no such thing as an “ easy” - major anyway. From an outside
perspective, it may seem simple, but the students doing the work can probably tell you
some horror stories. Every major has them. Never take the “ easy” road when it comes
to your future.
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