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《柬埔寨前国王去世，百万群众送行》

周五，约100万哀悼者参加了柬埔寨前国王
诺罗敦�西哈努克的送葬仪式。
诺罗敦�西哈努克的遗体从皇宫被运往位于柬埔寨首都一家公园的定制的华丽火葬场
。这位受万人爱戴的君主于去年10月15日在北京因病去世，享年90岁，他的遗体被运
回皇宫展览了3个月。

 An estimated 1 million mourners took part in a funeral procession on Friday to move the body of late Cambodian
former King Norodom Sihanouk from the royal palace to an ornate, custom-built crematorium in a park in the
capital. 

The body of the most revered monarch, who died of illness at the age of 90 in Beijing on Oct 15 last year, was
transported in a Khmer architectural float from the palace, where it has been exhibited for more than 3 months, and
paraded through the city to the cremation site.

As the body began to leave the palace at around 08:45 am local time, the 101-gun artilleries salute was fired in
honor of the late King Father and Buddhist monks chanted in religious language, while mourners, handed with lotus
flowers, wreaths, or Sihanouk's portraits, silently walked in the procession.
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Among the mourners are Sihanouk's wife Queen Mother Norodom Monineath and his son King Norodom
Sihamoni, President of the Senate Chea Sim, President of the National Assembly Heng Samrin and Prime Minister
Hun Sen. 

The procession ceremony was live televised through all local television channels and most of the radio stations.

All marchers, worn white shirts with black ribbons pinned to them in a sign of mourning, walked in the parade in the
distance of 6 kilometers, starting from the palace onto Sisowath Quay along the riverside towards historical site
Wat Phnom, and then marching on Norodom boulevard to the Independence Monument before reaching the
crematorium at the Veal Preah Meru Square next to the palace.

Screams of crying among some of the mourners were heard along the roads wherever the parade had reached.

The country commenced a week-long mourning for the late King from Feb 1-7. During the period, all radios,
television stations and entertainment places are not allowed to broadcast joyful spectacles, performances, and
concerts, while national flags are instructed to fly at half-mast.

The late monarch's body arrived at the crematorium at 12:00 pm, and the artilleries salute was fired for the second
time to mark the arrival. Sihanouk's body will be kept at the site for three days before it is cremated on Feb 4 in an
elaborate Buddhist ceremony.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen said in a recently public speech that the funeral is the largest of all in the
country's king funeral history.

"We hold it in order to express our deepest gratitude to the King Father for his royal crusades to gain independence
from France in 1953," he said. "The funeral gives us the chance to bid a final farewell to him."
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