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Angelica Roguemore made the long drive from Bakersfield to Venice Beach on
Sunday, planning to frolic in the waves with relatives during her first visit to the famed
beach town's white sand and eclectic shops.
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But in an instant, the day at the beach turned into a scene of panic when a perfect storm of rare weather sent
lightning bolts and booming thunder from a darkened sky.
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The midafternoon lightning strikes killed a 20-year-old man who was pulled from the water and injured at least
seven others — one of them critically. The 15-minute thunderstorm struck as more than 20,000 people were visiting

the southern portion of Venice Beach, where the lightning hit, sending beach-goers scrambling for cover and nearly
six dozen rescue workers into action.

"My hair was standing up," Roquemore said. "You could hear everybody screaming."
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Climatologist Bill Patzert said the lightning strikes that hit the Southern California coast Sunday from San Diego to
Venice are extremely rare. The West Coast has the lowest incidence of lightning strikes in the nation; the odds of

being hit are 1 in 7.5 million in California compared to 1 in 600,000 in Florida, the nation's "lightning champion,” he
said.

Witnesses said the thunder and lightning were so explosive that it shook homes, triggered car alarms and set dogs
barking. Some said they saw lightning as far away as Los Angeles International Airport about 30 minutes before
the thunderclaps in Venice. Others said they had no warning at all.
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