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Continuous partial attention(CPA) refers to a state in which most of one's attention is on a primary task, but where
one is also monitoring several background tasks just in case something more important or interesting comes up.

Continuous partial
attention

Continuous partial attention is that state most of us enter when we're in front of a computer screen, or trying to
check out at the grocery store with a cellphone pressed to an ear — or blogging the proceedings of a conference
while it's underway. We're aware of several things at once, shifting our attention to whatever's most urgent —
perhaps the chime of incoming e-mail, or the beep that indicates the cellphone is low on juice. We are now involved
in a continuous flow of interactions in which you can only partially concentrate on each. (Source: Word Spy)
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