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Rhode Island is set to become the first state to create safe-injection sites for intravenous

drug users as overdoses take over from car crashes as the number one cause of accidental
death in the US.
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The state is set to codify rules for operating supervised injection sites in a two-year pilot
program by January, with locations to be agreed upon by March.
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Users can also have their drugs tested for fentanyl - an opioid 100 times stronger than
morphine which has been blamed for the record-breaking overdose deaths last year.
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The main drugs that will be intravenously injected in a safe, supervised environment will
be heroin and methamphetamine, which will be administered by trained personnel.
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Injection-site staff will be equipped with naloxone, which is an antidote used in reversing
opioid overdoses, with supporters of the idea say the sites help prevent fatal overdoses
while providing users with a starting point for other crucial social services, including
medical care and housing.
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Rhode Island State Rep. Edith Ajello told the Wall Street Journal that the overdose
death of her best friend's son, which occurred during the COVID-19 pandemic, pushed
her to advocate for safe-injection sites in an effort to prevent such fatalities statewide.
gdotdootdobooouootdootdobooooodoouoogoogano
O00O00bOO0o0bOOo0O0bO0o0oOo0o0obO0oo0oobO0oo0ooO0o0ooo0ooooooooond
o000

‘Supervised consumption sites can help to cut these losses," she said.
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Safe injection sites have been slammed by critics who say they encourage illegal drug
taking and bring crime to the surrounding area.
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Democratic Rhode Island State Representative Arthur Corvese called the sites a ‘'moral
oxymoron' as the state still outlaws drugs like heroin, but then creates a safe space for the
rules to be broken.
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First of all there is nothing “safe” about the use of any of these drugs. | am totally blown away at
the faulty logic that advocates of “safe injection sites” use to justify this approach to the problem.
They are simply perpetuating the human misery that is associated with drug misuse.
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Drug injections are NOT safe, doesn't matter where you are when you inject them.
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unclefess239 - 2 days ago

A state run shooting gallery. The hearse can park by the back door.
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- HotWheels2018 - 2 days ago

Unreal. How about getting these people treatment instead of aiding and abetting their death?

Reply oh4 &GP

‘“gboboboboooobobobobobobobooooooan

# ryankc767 - 2days ago

The people who think this is a good idea are more messed up than the people overdosing.
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wdtwinsofusa ' 2days ago
Sorry, | don't agree. You play you pay. If you want to chance killing yourself why should
taxpayers pay anything for your existence? (Edited)
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The number of people convicted of trafficking fentanyl-related drugs increased 160%
since the harsher penalties were enacted in 2018, according to the US Sentencing
Commission.
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The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration this year added $30
million in federal support for harm-reduction services, and the Drug Enforcement
Administration lifted a decadelong moratorium on mobile opioid-treatment programs.
The administration has also proposed that Congress remove mandatory minimum
sentencing for possession of fentanyl-related substances.
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