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A 9-year-old Minneapolis boy was able to get through security and onto a plane at the
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport without a ticket, an airport spokesman said
Sunday.

Security officials screened the boy at airport shortly after 10:30 a.m. Thursday, Metropolitan Airports Commission
spokesman Patrick Hogan said. The boy then boarded Delta Flight 1651, which left for Las Vegas at 11:15 a.m.

The flight was not full, Hogan said, and the flight crew became suspicious mid-flight because the boy was not on
their list of unattended minors. The crew contacted Las Vegas police, who met them upon landing and transferred
the boy to child protection services, Hogan said.
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Minneapolis Police went to his residence. Parents told officers they “hadn’t seen much of him today.”

P07 ??????7??2°?42?7?7?7?7?27?2?7?7?”

“The child was screened along with all other passengers to ensure that he was not a threat to the aircraft,” said the
TSA spokesperson.
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They added that video of the boy at the checkpoint has been reviewed, and they are “investigating whether we
should reconfigure barriers to prevent another incident like this one.”

PP 7?2277?24?0?7???7?2??72??77?7?7??77?7?7?7?7?77?7?77?7”

Video also shows the boy at the airport Wednesday, Hogan said. He grabbed a bag from the carousel and ordered
lunch at a restaurant outside of the security checkpoints, Hogan said. He ate and then told the server he had to use
the bathroom, left the bag and never returned to pay.
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The owner of the bag was identified, and the bag was returned to him, Hogan said. Nothing was stolen.
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The boy became "violent" and was hospitalized in Las Vegas, where hospital staff reported he was "uncontrollable"
at first but eventually calmed down, it said.
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A hearing in Las Vegas about the boy's case was scheduled for Tuesday.
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The boy has been suspended several times at school, most recently since Sept. 21 for fighting, the father said.
“He’s not an honor student; he has his ups, he has his downs,” he said, adding he met with the principal and “we
put in a plan,” but the son’s misbehavior continued.

the boy is known to county staff as a “challenging” child. Since December 2012, the county has four times
assessed the boy’s family for protective services.

The boy also has a history of riding light-rail trains to a Bloomington water park, where he “waits until a large family
is entering and joins them”. Of county interactions with the child, it said, “Typically, staff can tell if a child is lying,
but with this child, they are unsure what is going on.”
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Now, after the boy’s most dramatic wayward act, his father desperately pleaded for help for the son he hasn't
been able to speak to since last week.
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“He’s a 9-year-old child,” he said. “l don’t want to see my son hurt."The father said the plane episode has been
“a heartache” for the family. “We didn’t know he’d got on a plane until my fiancée called the police ... it came back
that he was in Las Vegas,” he said.
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