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In an official public forecast discussion, the Anchorage Natio nal Weather Service
office — whose employees are working without knowledge of when they will be paid
during the ongoing Federal shutdown - encoded this secret message: “ Please pay us.”
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SCUTHCENTERAL AND SCOUTHWEST ALRSEDR FORECAST DISCUSSICH
HATICHAL WEATHER SERVICE ANCHORLGE RE
500 oM AKDT FRI OCT 4 2013

ALYSIS AND UFPER LEVELS...

S5URES AT THE CENWNTER CF THE WESTERNWN GULF SURFACE LOW CONTINUE TO
VEL A5 DYNAMIC SUPPCORT HAS CONCE AGATHN RUN OUT. THE UFFER TROUGH
SES5 SLOWLY EASTWARD IN THE GULF WITH THE REMATHING SURFACE LOW
GEMATING INTC & BROAD CCMPLEX CEWTEER UNDER THE UFFER LCW. WIND
EEDS IN THE JET STRELAK DOWNSTREAM OF THE LOWNG-WAVE APPRCACH 140 ET.
ERTHG THE BACESIDE OF THE TROUGH...A WEAKER JET STEELE CCHTIIHNUES
SHING THE PROGRESSIVE PATTERN. RATN SHOWERS PERSIST IN THE GULF...
THOUGH THE FRCHNT IS5 RAPIDLY WEAKENTING EARLY THIS MORNING.
STERDAY "5 COASTAL JET HAS WCOUND DOWN WITH THE ENERGY SHIFTING
DERNEATH THE BACESTIDE JET BEHIND THE LOW BRINGING THE STROMGEST
STAINED WINDS FRCH BRISTCL BAY THROUGH THE SOUTHEEN GULF.

The first letter in each of the first 11 lines in the forecast discussion spells out the message, as shown above.

It appears the office published an alternative version of the discussion, without the stealth plea, simultaneously (5
a.m. Alaska daylight time).
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SOUTHCENTRAL ANWND SCOUTHWEST ALASEA FORECAST DISCUSSION
HATICHAL WEATHEER SEERVICE ANCHORAGE AE
200 AM AEDT FRI CCT 4 2013

LANABLYSTIS AND TUFPER LEVELS. ..

FRES5URES AT THE CENWNTER OF THE WESTERM GULF SURFACE LOW CONTINUE TO
REISE &5 DYHNAMIC SUFPORT HAS CONCE AGATH REUN CUT. THE UPFER TROUGH
MOVES SLOWLY EASTWARD THN THE GULF WITH THE REMATHTNG SURFACE LOW
TRANSITIONING INTC &4 BRCAD COMPLEX CENTER UNDEER THE UPPFER LCW. WIND
SPEEDS IN THE JET STREAEK DOWHSTREAM OF THE LONG-WAVE APPROACH 140 ET.
ENTERING THE BACKSIDE OF THE TROUGH...A WEAKER JET STREAK CCNTINUES
DRIVING AN COVERALL PROGRESSIVE PATTEERM. RATH SHOWERS PERSIST IN THE
GUOLF...ALTHCUGH THE FRCONT IS5 RAPIDLY WEAEENING EARLY THIS MCOENING.
YESTERDAY "5 COASTAL JET HAS WOUND DOWH WITH THE ENERGY SHIFTING DOWH
THE BACKSIDE JET BEHIND THE LOW BRINGING THE STRONGEST SUSTATINED
WINDS FRCM BEISTCL BAY THROUGH THE SCOUTHEEN GULF.

As of 5 p.m. EDT, two versions of the forecast discussion, with and without the hidden message were viewable on
the National Weather Service Web site.

To support its mission of protecting life and property and to continue issuing forecasts and warnings, the National
Weather Service excepted approximately 3,935 employees from the shutdown.

“There’s no money to pay them,” Dan Sobien, president of the National Weather Service Employees Organization,
told Popular Science. “Nobody knows when anyone’s going to get paid.”
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