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Old English (450-1100 AD)
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Middle English (1100-1500)
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O O O William the Conqueror, the Duke of Normandy, invaded and conquered England
and brought French
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Canterbury Tales, written by Geoffrey Chaucer
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And whan I sawgh he wolde never fine
To reden on this cursed book al night,
Al sodeinly three feves have I plight
Gut of his book right as hHe redde, and cke
I with my fist so took him on the cheecke
That in oure fir he fil bakward adovwn.
And up he sterte as dooth a wood [eon
And with his fist he smoot me on the heed
That in the floor 7 [ay as I xwere Oeed.
And whan he swagh how stille that 7 (ay,
He was agast, and wolde have fled his wayp,
Till atte [aste out of my swough ¥ braide:
"® hastou slain me, false thief?” I saide,
"And for my [and thus hastou mordred me?
€r 1 be &aeg vit wol I Bisse thee.”
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Early Modern English (1500-1800)
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Late Modern English(1800-Present)
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O O O Industrial Revolution O 0O O [
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Miss Darcy was tall, and on a
larger scale than Elizabeth; and,

though little more than sixteen, her
figure was formed, and her appear-
ance womanly and graceful. She
was less handsome than her broth-
er; but there was sense and good
humour in her face, and her man-
ners were perfectly unassuming
and gentle. Elizabeth, who had ex-
pected to find in her as acute and
unembarrassed an observer as ever
Mr. Darcy had been, was much re-
lieved by discerning such different
feelings.

They had not long been together
before Mr. Darcy told her that Bin-
gley was also coming to wait on
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Varieties of English
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