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Bird Flu Spreads to More Countries
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Avian flu has reached new areas of the world and has become a year-round problem,
animal and disease experts warn.
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More than 20 experts and farmers on four continents spoke to the Reuters news agency
about the problem.
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They suggested that record outbreaks will not stop soon on poultry farms.
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They also warned that farmers must view the disease as a serious risk all year, instead of
doing prevention efforts during spring movement seasons for wild birds.
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The outbreaks of the virus have continued through the summer heat and winter cold in
North and South America, Europe, Asia and Africa.
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Egg prices set records after the disease killed tens of millions of chickens last year.
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These record prices, at a time of worldwide economic problems, are especially damaging
to people who use eggs as a main source of protein.
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Wild birds are mainly responsible for spreading the virus, experts say. Waterfowl like
ducks can carry the disease without dying and pass it to poultry through contaminated
waste, saliva and other means.

gobooboogboobboobbouoboobboobboouboonbnbda
gbobotdbogbobdodgbboouobuogbobooboonn

Farmers' best efforts to protect their birds are falling short.
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The U.S., Britain, France and Japan are among the countries that have suffered record
losses of poultry over the past year, leaving some farmers feeling helpless.
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