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Japan-born female giant panda Xiang Xiang arrived at the Bifengxia Giant Panda Base, a
giant panda research and breeding facility in the city of Ya'an, southwest China's Sichuan
Province on Tuesday. The beloved Xiang Xiang departed from Tokyo's Ueno Zoo early
the same day, and arrived at Chengdu Shuangliu International Airport in Sichuan at 5:15
p.m. after a more than five-hour flight from Narita International Airport in Tokyo.
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Before the departure, floods of panda lovers flocked to the Ueno Zoo to say goodbye to
Xiang Xiang .
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Kyodo News Digest: Feb. 22, 2023

KYODO NEWS - 1 hour ago - 15:08 | All, World, Japan

Eimei, one of three giant pandas at Adventure World in Shirahama, Wakayama Prefecture, western Japan,
flying to China, enjoys his bamboo meal on his final day for public viewing on Feb. 21, 2023. {Kyodo)
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Eimei, a giant panda that has lived in Japan for 28 years, left western Japan's Wakayama
park along with his twin daughters to fly back to China on Wednesday morning. Eimei,
or Yong Ming in Chinese, is the oldest giant panda living in Japan. Prior to their
departure, a farewell ceremony was held at the park on Tuesday, where about 2,000
visitors said goodbye to the three pandas.
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Last year, Eimei was appointed as a special envoy for Sino-Japan friendship.
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Like you, we have been following the news about China’ s giant panda Xiang Xiang. She
iIs an important part of our cooperation with Japan on giant panda conservation and
research, and also a beloved goodwill ambassador for the friendly exchanges between the
two countries. Since she was born in 2017, Xiang Xiang has grown up healthily thanks to
the care and love of peoples from various quarters of both China and Japan. She is loved
by people in Japan. Together with other giant pandas living in Japan, Xiang Xiang has
made unique contribution to the friendship between the Chinese and Japanese peoples.

According to the cooperation agreement between China and Japan on giant panda
conservation, Xiang Xiang had originally been scheduled to return to China in 2019, but
due to the COVID pandemic, the trip was postponed. Thanks to the thoughtful
preparations of both sides, Xiang Xiang will come back today. We have seen recently that
people in Japan have organized a number of events to bid farewell to Xiang Xiang. Many
waited in long lines to say goodbye to her. We fully understand why people in Japan are
reluctant to see Xiang Xiang leave. We would like to tell you that China and Japan will
continue to engage in cooperation on giant panda conservation and research. We hope
giant pandas like Xiang Xiang will bring more joy and goodwill to the peoples of both
countries. People from Japan are more than welcome to visit Xiang Xiang and her pals in
China.
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