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Sang Heon Lee remembers the moment he knew he wanted to become an actor. Yes, the
Korean-born, Hong Kong-raised star had taken drama classes in high school. But it was a
filming experience from after he graduated that solidified his aspirations. Around five or
six years ago, Lee starred in a documentary as a background character. "It's been like 13
hours since | got to set, but | haven't done much," Lee recalls thinking that day. "That's
when I realized, I love this because | don't really care if I didn't do much — this is fun."
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Now, Lee is no longer in the background. He plays a leading character in Netflix's XO,
Kitty, and is undeniably the breakout star — look no further than the more than 1
million Instagram followers he's amassed within 5 days of the show's premiere. In the To
All The Boys spin-off from Jenny Han, the 27-year-old stars as the standoffish Minho
who immediately develops a dislike toward Anna Cathcart’s Kitty. But as the pair spends
more time together, a classic enemies-to-lovers story unfolds (well, lovers on Minho's
side, at least).
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"I'm so glad that I chose this path,” Lee tells TV Guide of his choice to pursue acting.
And his first major project is made all the more special by the fact that his sister Gia Kim
was also in the main cast. "She uses a stage name, and that's why the last name's
different,” Lee explains.) In fact, it was Kim — who plays chaebol heiress Yuri — that
shared an open casting call for XO, Kitty via Instagram with him. "She said, | just got
pinned, you should go for it as well," Lee remembers. "At the beginning, | didn't really
think much of it. Because | thought, what are the chances?" It turns out the chances were
good, because the team behind the series soon expressed their interest. "After | sent three
tapes, | got pinned as well," he says.
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