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Lian Po and Lin Xiangru were both from the state of Zhao. Lian Po was a great general of

Zhao, while Lin Xiangru came from a humble background. However, he had made many
contributions in the struggle against the state of Qin and was appointed as a top official,
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with a higher rank than Lian Po. Lian Po was not satisfied and repeatedly looked for
opportunities to humiliate Lin Xiangru. However, Lin Xiangru always put the country
first and made concessions to maintain the overall situation. Later on, Lian Po learned
that Lin Xiangru was not afraid of him, but was worried that the conflict between high-
ranking officials would give Qin the opportunity to invade Zhao. If that happened, Zhao
would be destroyed, and the common people would suffer. This touched Lian Po deeply,
so he went to Lin Xiangru's house with a cane to apologize. Later on, this story was often
used to refer to the act of admitting and correcting mistakes made by oneself.
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