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Director Wuershan's latest project won big at the 36th China Golden Rooster Awards,
held during the 2023 China Golden Rooster and Hundred Flowers Film Festival over the
weekend in Xiamen, Fujian province.
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Among the winners announced on Saturday, his epic film Creation of the Gods I:
Kingdom of Storms captured three awards: Best Feature Film, Best Cinematography and
Best Supporting Actor.
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Wouershan said the movie, the first installment of a trilogy adapted from a novel written
during the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), had taken him and his team 10 years to develop,
and they recruited around 10,000 crew members for the project.
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Expressing his gratitude to all those who dedicated themselves to the epic, the ethnic
Mongolian director said they will continue to work hard to finish the sequels.
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The epic blends history and mythology to portray the overthrow of King Zhou, the last
ruler of the Shang Dynasty (1600-1046 BC), by Ji Fa, who established the Zhou Dynasty
(c.11th century-256 BC) in its place.
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The opening chapter of the film trilogy, Kingdom of Storms, tells how Ji Fa gradually
discovers that King Zhou, once a hero to him, is an unscrupulous tyrant beset with
corruption and slaughter after being bewitched by Daji, a vixen spirit disguised as a
beautiful woman.
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"The work encompasses Chinese history, Chinese mythology, and Chinese culture. It was
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one of the first times that China has attempted to do something on such a scale,
especially filming a trilogy," said Chinese American actor Kris Phillip, who is better
known domestically by his Chinese name Fei Xiang. Fei plays King Zhou in the movie.
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"l am hoping that, through projects like this, we are going to be able to let people all over
the world understand China," he said.
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The celebrity, who has been working and living in the West for a while, said Creation of
the Gods could bring something new to the Western canon, where similar stories have
been retold many times. He said core emotions underneath different plots are common
across mankind.
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