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The Spring and Autumn Annals is an ancient Chinese chronicle that has been one of the
core contents of Chinese classics since ancient times. The Spring and Autumn Annals is
the official chronicle of the State of Lu, recording the history of 241 years from 722 BCE
to 481 BCE. It is the earliest extant Chinese historical document written in the form of a
chronicle. Because it is traditionally believed to have been compiled by Confucius, it is
listed along with the Book of Poetry, the Book of History, the Book of Changes, and the
Book of Rites in the Five Classics. The Spring and Autumn Annals records the main
events that occurred in the State of Lu every year, such as marriages, deaths, and rulers’
funerals, battles, sacrificial rituals, celestial phenomena and natural disasters that are
considered to have important ritual significance.
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