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The Song Dynasty began in 960 and lasted until 1279. During this period, China's
economy grew significantly, becoming the world's most advanced economy, and science,
technology, philosophy, and mathematics flourished. China in the Song Dynasty was the
first country in world history to issue paper money. The Song Dynasty was also the first
to use gunpowder and invented movable-type printing. The population grew rapidly, and
more and more people lived in cities, where there were lively entertainment venues.
Social life was diverse, and people gathered to watch and trade precious artworks. The
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government system of the Song Dynasty was also advanced at that time. Government
officials were selected and appointed through competitive examinations.
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