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The quadrangle is a traditional courtyard-style residence in China. A standard
quadrangle usually consists of a courtyard and its surrounding independent houses.
Houses in different directions have different names. The one facing the entrance of the
courtyard in the north is called the main house, the ones on the east and west sides are
called the side houses, and the one facing the north in the south is called the reversely-set
house. The elders or the head of the family live in the main house, and the younger
generations live in the side houses. The reversely-set house can be used as a kitchen,
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storage room, living room, or study room. The quadrangle has now become a tourist
attraction and is well known to tourists around the world.
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