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"Sheng", "Dan", "Jing" and "Chou" are the role classifications in Peking Opera. "Sheng" is
a male positive role, "Dan" is a female positive role, "Jing" is a male supporting role with
a distinctive personality, and "Chou" is a humorous or funny character or negative role.
Each role has a facial makeup and a costume to show its identity. As long as the actors
are on the stage, you can see it at a glance. Applying a certain color to a person’s face to
symbolize their personality, qualities, character, and destiny is a major characteristic of
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Peking Opera and a key factor in understanding the plot. Simply put, a red face carries a
positive connotation, representing loyalty and bravery (valor); Black face is neutral,
representing fierce intelligence; Yellow and white faces carry a derogatory connotation,
representing malice and deceit.
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