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China has unveiled plans for a record-setting number of space missions this year.
O0o0oooooooooooooon

It's state-owned contractor says it's aiming for around 100-rocket launches including a
trailblazing lunar probe.
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State-run TV reported on the announcement from the China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corporation on Monday.
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The launch list includes sending an unmanned vehicle to the far side of the moon during
the first half of this year.
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The goal is to bring back samples from the region near the lunar south pole for the first
time in human history.

Oooooo0ooooooooooooooooooo
Scientists believe the area could contain water in the form of ice.
Of0ooo0oooooooooooooooon

The aerospace contractor also outlined plans for crewed missions to China's space
station to further Beijing's space exploration endeavors.
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It comes as international competition to probe the moon is heating up this year.
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Just last week, a US space venture became the first private company to land an unmanned
craft on the lunar surface.
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And last month, Japan's space agency landed its own smart lander to investigate Earth's
natural satellite.
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