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Mo Yan

Mo Yan, the first Chinese writer to win the Nobel Prize in Literature, was awarded for his
works that “ merge folk tales, history and the contemporary society with magic
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realism” . Born in Gaomi, Shandong Province, Mo Yan dropped out of school at an
early age and left home to join the army at 21. Many people first got to know Mo Yan
through the film Red Sorghum directed by Zhang Yimou, which was adapted from his
homonymous novel. The stories in Mo Yan's novels mostly happen in Gaomi, a place
that has inspired him with numerous ideas in his writing career spanning over three
decades.
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