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The Horse Face Skirt is a traditional garment that has found its way into modern fashion.
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The Mamianqun, a traditional Chinese skirt, features a distinctive pleating style that has
made it a popular choice for modern fashion designers looking to incorporate traditional
elements into their collections.
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The Mamianqun, as one of the representatives of traditional Chinese clothing, has always
been loved for its unique design and exquisite craftsmanship. However, for a long time, it
was only passed down among a niche group of Hanfu enthusiasts, becoming their unique
social currency.

gbobodobooboboobbooboobobogobboboboobobogobbd
gobdooboouoboobboobboouobuoobboobboouboobbo
goooogobood

But starting in 2022, the Mamianqun suddenly became popular online. It began with
recommendations from fashion influencers, and more and more people started to wear it,
gradually transitioning from a niche interest to a mainstream trend, becoming a national
hit. The historical and cultural background of the Mamianqun is rich and profound; it is
not just a piece of clothing but an important carrier of the traditional culture of the
Chinese nation.
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The Mamianqun originated among the Khitan people, mainly based on the traditional
Hanfu skirt, which only had one opening at the back, inconvenient for horse riding.
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The Khitan people modified it to have four openings, which made it easier to ride and
revealed the legs in a subtle way, making it a very stylish and practical garment. This
reflects the lifestyle and aesthetic concepts of the ancient nomadic people.
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During the Song Dynasty, the Mamianqun further developed into the Xuanqun, a two-
piece skirt that was designed to make it easier for women to ride donkeys. This design
was both practical and aesthetically pleasing, showcasing the unique charm of women
during the Song Dynasty.
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At the same time, the cultural prosperity of the Song Dynasty provided rich inspiration
for the design of the Mamianqun, making its styles and patterns more diverse.
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By the Ming Dynasty, the Mamianqun gradually became widespread. Its characteristic is
that the central part of the skirt, where the panels overlap, forms a smooth and flat
surface, with symmetric pleating on both sides, resembling the defensive structure "horse
face" in ancient city walls, hence the name "Mamianqun."

gobdooboouoboobbooboouboobbuoobboouboobbo
gooooboodguobooobboobooboboobboo* oo bboooboo®
goor” O

During the Chenghua years of the Ming Dynasty, the Mamianqun became a classic
women's clothing, worn by everyone from the mother of the country to the common
people, reflecting the widespread recognition and love of the Mamianqun at the time.
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The popularity of the Mamianqun may also be related to some myths, legends, and folk
customs. In the traditional beliefs of some ethnic minorities, horses are considered to
have sacred symbolic significance, and the Mamianqun may originate from the worship
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of the horse god or the deification of the horse, incorporating the image of the horse into
clothing in the hope of obtaining divine protection and blessings.
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At the same time, horses played an important role in agrarian society, and the
Mamianqun may also be a way for people to celebrate or pray for a good harvest,
acknowledging the contribution and symbolism of horses.
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