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The 2012 Nobel Prize in Literature was awarded to Mo Yan"who with hallucinatoryrealism merges folk tales, history
and the contemporary".

Through a mixture of fantasy and reality, historical and social perspectives, Mo Yan has created a world
reminiscentin its complexityof those in the writings of William Faulkner and Gabriel Garcia Marquez, at the same
time finding a departure point in old Chinese literature and in oral tradition.
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Mo Yan is a Chinese author, described as "one of the most famous, oft-banned and widely pirated of all Chinese
writers". He is known in the West for two of his novels which were the basis of the film Red Sorghum. He has been
referred to as the Chinese answer to Franz Kafka or Joseph Heller.

Mo Yan's works are predominantly social commentary, and he is strongly influenced by the political critique of Lu
Xun and the magical realism of Gabriel Garcia Marquez. Using dazzling, complex, and often graphically violent
images, Mo Yan draws readers into the disturbing yet beautiful, kaleidoscopic universes of his stories. He sets
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