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The 2014 World Tank Biathlon Champio nship ended in Russia on Saturday, with
China taking bronze in the competition. Host Russia was crowned the winner while
Armenia gained silver in the competition. The competition's winners will be rewarded
with a Russian UAZ Patriot SUV each.

The competition, dubbed as the Tank Olympics, sees teams from 12 countries taking part in a racing and shooting
contest, much like a standard Olympic biathlon competition.

According to the rules, the tanks must negotiate a 20 kilometre course while facing various obstacles, including a
slalom section, river shallows, a steep hill, a pontoon bridge and an escarpment, and shoot a set of targets along
the way.

The tanks have also been facing obstacles in the way of Russian aircraft and infantry combat vehicles.
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The twelve countries participating are Angola, Armenia, Belarus, China, India, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan,
Mongolia, Russia, Serbia and Venezuela.

According to organisers, NATO countries including United States, Italy and Germany and Ukraine were asked to
compete in the championships but declined.
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When the tournament began last week, like most sporting tournaments, an opening ceremony was held, which saw
the tanks fire coloured smoke as they 'waltzed' in an almost ballroom dancing formation.
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As the host nation, Russia also put on parade a series of historical tanks from World War Two as well as a missiles
display.
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