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《联合国特使放弃访问克里米亚》

联合国特使放弃访问克里米亚

UNITED NATIONS -- UN Assistant Secretary- General for Human Rights Ivan Simonovic, who is currently in
Ukraine, will not go as planned to Crimea for the time-being, a UN spokesman told reporters here on Tuesday. 

"Simonovic plans to travel to Lviv tomorrow," said Stephane Dujarric, spokesperson for UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon, at the daily briefing.

"Regarding travel to Crimea, he will not be traveling to Crimea given the logistical situation, especially given the fact
that the airport is closed for flights coming from other regions of Ukraine, " Dujarric said.

The spokesperson noted that Crimea's main airport in Simferopol was closed to travel from other parts of Ukraine.

UN envoy drops visit to Crimea

At present, he said, the airport and other considerations would not allow Simonovic to visit Crimea.

Simonovic went to Ukraine urgently last week at the request of the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon and
planned to visit the East, West and South of the country, including Crimea, to evaluate the current human rights
situation.

"Simonovic continued his mission to Ukraine today and is in Kharkiv," said Dujarric.

"He met with local authorities there to discuss human rights- related measures that can help to de-escalate
tensions, as well as allegations regarding human rights violations," Dujarric said. "He also met with a range of pro-
Russian as well as pro-Ukrainian civil society representatives."

"Simonovic is assessing the human rights situation in the region. He is also calling for respect for human rights and
discussing options for the UN and international partners to assist in strengthening the capacity on the ground,
where necessary," the spokesperson added.

The Ukrainian political crisis, which originated from public anger over ousted President Viktor Yanukovych's
decision in November last year to put on hold an association agreement with the European union   in order to get
the Russian aid, took an abrupt turn last month as a result of bloody clashes between protesters and police.

Ukraine's autonomous republic of Crimea became the epicenter of an ongoing tension in the East European
country.
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