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《习近平主席将访问欧洲》

President Xi Jinping is expected to sign several cooperative agreements in manufacturing,
finance, energy and cultural exchanges in an upcoming tour of Europe that experts said
will set a tone for future ties.
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Xi will kick off???? his trip on Saturday and participate in the Nuclear Security Summit scheduled for March 24 and
25 at The Hague in the Netherlands, Vice-Foreign Minister Wang Chao said at a news conference on Monday. He
is also expected to hold a meeting with US President Barack Obama on the sidelines of the summit.

Xi will be the first Chinese president to visit the Netherlands since the two countries established diplomatic ties in
1972.

From the Netherlands, Xi will travel to France and visit the UNESCO headquarters. He will then make a stop in
Germany before ending his tour in Belgium to visit the headquarters of the European union   in Brussels.

"China-Europe ties are developing smoothly in general ... This visit will inject new energy into the long-term stable
development of China-Europe ties and will be a milestone for relations," Wang said.

Trade between China and the European union   reached $559 billion in 2013, according to Chinese statistics. The
EU has been China's largest trade partner for 10 years, and China has been the second-largest trade partner of the
28-member bloc for 11 years.

In the Netherlands, Xi is expected to sign cooperative agreements in agriculture, energy, finance and culture and is
slated to meet with King Willem-Alexander and Prime Minister Mark Rutte, Wang said.

In France, Xi will meet President Francois Hollande and Prime Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault and sign agreements to
boost China-France cooperation in energy, aerospace, urbanization, agriculture and finance.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the establishment of China-France diplomatic relations.

"Compared with other Western countries, Paris has always played a leading role in cooperating with Beijing in
different phases of China's development," said Ding Chun, a professor of European studies at Fudan University in
Shanghai.

"Paris' recognition of Beijing in 1964 not only shook up the order imposed by the US and the Soviet union   during
the Cold War but was also a breakthrough in building a multipolar world," Ding said.
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In Germany, Xi will meet German President Joachim Gauck and Chancellor Angela Merkel in Berlin, the first visit to
Germany by a Chinese president in eight years. Xi is slated to sign a number of economic deals.

China and Germany "have kicked ties into high gear over the past decade", said Yang Xiepu, a researcher on
German studies with the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

"In the framework of the China-Germany strategic partnership, economic cooperation will continue to be the
cornerstone of Beijing-Berlin ties," Yang said in a report on China-EU relations recently released by the academy.

In Belgium, Xi will meet with King Philippe and Prime Minister Elio Di Rupo and sign agreements in trade, science
and technology and education, Wang said.

Xi will also visit the EU's headquarters in Brussels to discuss the future of China-EU relations with President of the
European Council Herman Van Rompuy, European Parliament President Martin Schulz and European Commission
President Jose Manuel Barroso.
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