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The Yangtze River Delta region is an important engine for China's economic growth, and
the integration of the Yangtze River Delta region is an important step in the regional
coordinated development strategy. Last November, general Secretary Xi Jinping
announced at the first China International Import Expo that he supported the integrated
development of the Yangtze River Delta region and upgraded it to a national strategy.
This year's government work report proposed to upgrade the integrated development of
the Yangtze River Delta region to a national strategy and formulate and implement the
development plan outline.
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On October 23, 2018, Chinese president Xi Jinping announced the formal opening of the
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge at the opening ceremony held in Zhuhai, Guangdong
Province. The world's longest cross-sea bridge, with a length of 55 kilometers, has gone
through five years of planning and nine years of construction, and was praised as "one of
the seven new wonders of the world" by the Guardian. "The significance of the Hong
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Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge lies first in transportation. In addition, it will also play an
important role in society, economy, culture, tourism and other aspects,” said Yu Lie,
Deputy director of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge Authority. The Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macao Bridge has formed a "one-hour living circle" in Guangdong, Hong Kong
and Macao, which is expected to attract more tourists to the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area.
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Chinese cigarettes account for one-third of the world's cigarettes, and the number of
people who die from smoking every year exceeds 1 million. In June 2015, Beijing
implemented the "strictest ever” smoking control regulations. In addition to banning
smoking in all public places, workplaces, indoor areas, and public transportation, some
outdoor areas are also included in the scope of smoking prohibition. Smokers who
violate the ban are fined up to 200 yuan. Smoking prohibition in public places is not only
a progressive measure to abolish national bad habits and promote social morality, but
also a livelihood project to purify the living environment and protect people's health.
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Tang poetry refers to poems written during the Tang Dynasty (618-907). Tang poetry is
one of the most precious cultural heritages of the Han people, and has also had a great
influence on the cultural development of surrounding ethnic groups and countries. The
most widely circulated poems in Tang poetry are those included in the "Three Hundred
Poems of the Tang Dynasty"”, many of which are well known to later generations. There
were many poets in the Tang Dynasty, among whom Li Bai, Du Fu and others were world-
renowned great poets, and many of their works were popular poems.
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Confucius was a famous thinker and educator in ancient China and the founder of the
Confucian School. according to legend, Confucius had 3,000 disciples and 72 virtuous
disciples. Confucius led some of his disciples to travel around the country for 14 years.
In the 5,000-year history of China, Confucius had an influence on the character and
temperament of the Chinese nation. He was upright, optimistic, and proactive. He
pursued truth, goodness, and beauty throughout his life and pursued an ideal society.
The merits of his character have influenced Chinese people for thousands of years,
especially Chinese intellectuals.
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Chinese is a very ancient language. A large number of literary records indicate that
Chinese characters originated from the Neolithic Age during the Yangshao culture
period, and the earliest Chinese characters have a history of nearly 4,000 years. In its
long history of development, Chinese characters have evolved into different writing
styles, such as seal script, official script, regular script and cursive handwriting. Chinese
calligraphers often use exaggerated shapes of Chinese characters to achieve artistic
effects, such as stone inscriptions in some tourist attractions.
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The Tang Dynasty was the most prosperous, flourishing, splendid and glorious period in
ancient China. Therefore, the traditional clothing worn by the Chinese people is called
"Tang suit". In fact, "Tang suit" is not the clothing of the Tang Dynasty. Its origin can be
traced back to the Qing Dynasty and evolved from the Chinese jacket. Tang suit comes
in a variety of colors, the most common being red, dark blue, gold and black. A common
design on Tang suit is to use Chinese characters to express good luck and blessings.
Today, many people still wear Tang suit on traditional festivals.
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The Analects of Confucius is one of the classic works of Confucianism, which is a record
of the words and deeds of Confucius and his disciples. As we all know, Confucius was a
great thinker and philosopher, and his thoughts were developed into the Confucian
philosophy system. The Analects of Confucius is a representative work of Confucianism,
which has been greatly influencing the philosophical and moral views of the Chinese
people for centuries. It also affects the philosophical and moral views of people in other
Asian countries.
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Chinese chess is a two-person strategic board game and one of the most popular board
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games. In ancient China, Chinese chess was listed as a self-cultivation skill for the literati,
and now it is regarded as an educational activity. Chinese chess is played by two people
taking turns to move their pieces, with the goal of "killing" the opponent's general (or
"general") to win. The chessboard has 64 squares, with the "river boundary” in the middle
dividing it into two "hostile" parts. Each player has 16 pieces, including 1 general, 2
horses, 2 chariots, 2 elephants, 2 soldiers, 2 cannons, and 5 pawns. generally speaking,
the player who holds the red pieces goes first.
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Chinese wood carving has a long history and is one of the traditional arts of China. It is
believed that the earliest existing wood carving was completed during the Warring States
Period about 3,000 years ago. In China, wood carving is mainly divided into three
categories: architectural carving, furniture carving, and artwork carving. Chinese wood
carving is admired by the world for its impressive detailed structure and beauty of theme.
Today, we can see traditional wood carving in private galleries and also on the
decorations of mansions throughout the region on both sides of the Yangtze River.
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The abacus is a manual calculation aid that originated in China and has a history of more
than 2,600 years. It is an important invention in ancient China. Before the advent of
Arabic numerals, the abacus was widely used as a calculation tool in the world.
Nowadays, the abacus is still used in parts of Asia and the Middle East, especially in
shops, where it can be bought from stores that supply Chinese and Japanese goods. In the
West, it is sometimes used to help children understand numbers, and some
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mathematicians like to experience the feeling of using the abacus to calculate simple
arithmetical problems.
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It is said that wax printing appeared in China as early as the end of the Qin Dynasty or
the beginning of the Han Dynasty, but it first appeared as a finished product in the Tang
Dynasty. Wax printing is one of the commodities of the Silk Road, which were exported
to Europe and other places. Wax printing has been passed down from generation to
generation in China. It is a unique painting and hand-dying process of the Miao ethnic
minority. As one of the most distinctive arts in China, there are many types of wax
printing products, including wall hangings, postal parcels, schoolbags, table covers, and
SO on.
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Facial makeup is a special artistic expression in Chinese opera. They clearly show the
appearance of different characters, as well as their dispositions and moral qualities. Facial
makeup also helps express praise or criticism of the characters. Facial makeup has
different colors, such as red, yellow, blue, white, black, purple, green, gold and silver.
The main colors of facial makeup symbolize the disposition of the character. For
example, red represents loyalty, courage and integrity, while gold and silver are usually
used for gods. Facial makeup can assist male and female actors in expressing emotions
during performances.
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Ink wash painting is a kind of brush painting. basic ink wash painting only uses black ink
with different shades. During the Tang Dynasty, ink wash painting developed. It is
generally believed that Wang Wei added color to the ink wash painting at that time. The
goal of ink wash painting is not only to reproduce the appearance of an object, but also
to capture its soul. To draw a horse, an ink painter must understand the muscles and
bones of the horse, but also its temperament. To draw a flower, an ink painter does not
need to completely depict its petals and colors, but it is important to convey its vitality
and fragrance.
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Couplets are composed of two poetic sentences, usually rhymed. People write them on
red vertical strips of paper with the best calligraphy they can master. The first line of a
couplet is posted on the right side of the front door, and the second line is posted on the
left side of the front door. In addition, the horizontal scroll is horizontally posted on the
door frame. Couplets are part of China's unique culture. It is also an art related to both
Chinese language and writing. Today, couplets are often used as decorations for
traditional Chinese festivals.
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China is the world's largest producer and consumer of coal. Coal accounts for a large
part of China's energy consumption. In the future, the share of coal in China's overall
energy consumption will decrease. However, coal consumption will continue to rise in
absolute terms. China is facing serious environmental problems today, and coal plays a
significant role in causing air pollution. Although China is rich in coal resources, we
should start looking for substitute resources. This will not only benefit the environment,
but also bring economic returns in the long run.
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Traditional Chinese painting is an important part of China's cultural heritage. Unlike
Western painting, it is done with a Chinese brush and ink on xuan paper. Mastering this
art requires constant repetition, control of the brush, and knowledge of xuan paper and
ink. Before painting, the artist must have a rough sketch in mind and paint based on his
imagination and experience. Many Chinese painters are both poets and calligraphers.
They often add poems to their own paintings by hand.
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"Clay Sculpture Zhang" is a type of folk painted sculpture popular in northern China,
deeply loved by local people. It was founded in the late Qing Dynasty and has a history
of more than 180 years. The founder of "Clay Sculpture Zhang" is Zhang Mingshan, who
was born in Tianjin in a poor family and learned the skill of clay figure modeling from
his father since childhood. Zhang Mingshan's clay figures include characters from folk
stories, novels, operas, as well as working people in real life, both positive and negative
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characters. Therefore, his works are full of strong interest.
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The Spring festival is one of the most important and lively ancient festivals in China. It
symbolizes unity, prosperity, and new hopes for the future. according to records, the
Chinese people have celebrated the Spring Festival for more than four thousand years.
China is a country with multiple nationalities, and the ways of celebrating the Spring
Festival vary among different ethnic groups. However, regardless of where in China,
people will gather their families together during the Spring Festival, eating New Year
cakes, dumplings, and various delicious meals. They decorate their houses with lanterns
and streamers, set off fireworks and firecrackers, and exchange greetings with each other.
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Lucky money is an indispensable element in the Chinese Spring festival customs and a
gift eagerly anticipated by every child during the New Year. On the eve of the Spring
Festival, the elders in the family will give a certain amount of money to the underage
children, which is called "lucky money". It is said that lucky money can help children
safely spend the new year. In China, the custom of giving lucky money has a long history
and has been passed down to this day. It is a talisman sent by the elders to the children,
representing their good wishes for the children and protecting them from illness and
misfortune in the new year.
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The seventh day of the seventh lunar month is China's Valentine's Day. There is a
beautiful legend about this festival: the youngest daughter of the Queen of Heaven,
named "Zhind ," fell in love with a mortal man named "Niulang." As the Queen of
Heaven opposed the love between a fairy and a mortal, she separated them with the
Milky Way. However, the love between Niulang and Zhini moved the magpies of the
mortal world. On the seventh day of the seventh lunar month every year, the magpies
would build a bridge for the couple to meet. Nowadays, on this day, young women often
pray to Zhint under the moon, hoping to find a happy marriage.
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The Double Ninth Festival, also known as the Chongjiu festival because it falls on the
ninth day of the ninth month of the Chinese lunar calendar, has a history of about two
thousand years. In ancient China, the Double Ninth Festival was an important holiday,
when various celebrations were held, such as climbing mountains, admiring
chrysanthemums, inserting cornel, and eating Chongyang cakes. Climbing mountains is
the main custom of the festival. Ancient people believed that climbing mountains on this
day could avoid disasters. In recent years, this ancient festival has been given new
meanings and gradually become an annual "Festival for the Elderly" with various
activities to respect and honor the old.
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The twelve Chinese Zodiacs are an important part of traditional Chinese culture. They
are derived from 11 animals in the natural world and one national totem. The zodiac
animals represent different characteristics. When it comes to the Year of the Dragon or
the Year of the Tiger, people often say “ vigorous and energetic like a dragon and a
tiger” . In the Year of the Horse, people say “ success is assured as soon as the horse
arrives” . The pig symbolizes “ treasure” in the eyes of Chinese people. The cow is a
symbol of diligence, which is perfectly reflected in Lu Xun's poem “ | am willing to be
an ox, bowing my head and serving children” .
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Lanterns, also known as decorative lights, originated from the Western Han Dynasty over
1,800 years ago. In ancient times, the main function of lanterns was for illumination.
Nowadays, integrating the arts of painting, paper cutting, paper-making, and sewing,
lanterns have transformed into traditional handicrafts that are collected and appreciated.
During festivals and celebrations, lanterns can be seen everywhere, especially during the
Lantern festival and Mid-Autumn Festival, when people hang red lanterns symbolizing
reunion to create a festive atmosphere. Later, lanterns became a symbol of jubilation in
China.
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Mo Yan
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Mo Yan, the first Chinese writer to win the Nobel Prize in Literature, was awarded for his
works that “* merge folk tales, history and the contemporary society with magic

realism” . Born in Gaomi, Shandong Province, Mo Yan dropped out of school at an
early age and left home to join the army at 21. Many people first got to know Mo Yan
through the film Red Sorghum directed by Zhang Yimou, which was adapted from his
homonymous novel. The stories in Mo Yan's novels mostly happen in Gaomi, a place
that has inspired him with numerous ideas in his writing career spanning over three
decades.
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The Art of War is one of the most important military works in ancient China and an
essential part of China's excellent cultural tradition. Sun Tzu, the author of this book,
revealed a series of military laws with universal significance in his work. These laws are
not only highly praised by military strategists, but also play a guiding role in various
fields such as economics, leadership arts, life pursuits, and even family relationships.
Many famous quotes in The Art of War are philosophical and profound, and are widely
spread both at home and abroad.
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As the start of the school year approaches in Chinese universities each year, parents
begin busily shopping for various items for their children. Laptops, mobile phones, and
bank cards have become the “ three-piece suit” for many freshmen starting their new
semester. Some students have also prepared cameras, game consoles, and other trendy
products. Some scholars claim that these students spend money too extravagantly. Some
parents also express that they will meet their children's basic needs, but if they want to
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spend more money or live a better life, they need to earn it themselves.
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In the 21st century, China has seen the emergence of free subway newspapers. Big cities
like Beijing, Shanghai, and Guangzhou all have their own subway newspapers. These
newspapers are usually distributed in subway stations during off-peak commuting hours.
More and more people have resumed the habit of reading texts due to these subway
newspapers. The popularity of subway newspapers lies in their deep understanding of the
needs of their target readers, promptly providing them with celebrity news,
entertainment information, and local news. The articles are concise and accompanied by
abundant illustrations.
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