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The lunar calendar has been used for thousands of years. Today, we still use it to

represent traditional Chinese festivals. The lunar calendar originated from the dynasties
of ancient China. The lunar calendar we use today was formed in 104 BC, during the
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reign of Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty. This lunar calendar is known as the taichu
calendar, which is identical to the one used today. Each year in the lunar calendar is
named after an animal, for example, 2012 was the "Year of the Dragon." There are 12
animals in total, and they cycle every 12 years.
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