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If you ask Ansar Khan, he will tell you that the heat killed his baby daughter Ina. She
didn’ t wake up from her afternoon nap in late May, on the dusty scrap of land she knew
as home, with only a blue plastic sheet to shade her.
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It was the hottest day he’ d ever experienced, and a hot wind blew. It was 121 degrees in
New Delhi that day.
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“ She was crying a bit, so we gave her milk and we all napped. When we woke up, we
tried waking her up,” Khan tells NPR. “ It was all over in half an hour.”
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Heatwaves have been roiling swaths of South Asia since April, including southern
Pakistan, where temperatures went over 125 degrees. In New Delhi, one of the world” s
largest cities, with a population of over 30 million people, that 121-degree day was the
peak.
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Inequality in the face of heat
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But the heatwave did not impact residents equally. Consider laborers like Ishtiyaq, 24, in
the working-class Mina Bazaar in New Delhi. A megaphone rigged to his stall blares:

“ Drink it cold! Drink it sweet!” It’ san advertisement for lassi, a cooling yogurt
drink. Men and women downed cups for about 10 cents apiece on a recent day, when the
temperature was 100 degrees.
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Ishtiyaq looks busy — but he says he’ sin aslump. He expects he’ Il only make $7
profit for the day’ s work. " People stay home when it’ s hot,” he shrugs. Ishtiyaq,
who only has one name, says he doesn’ t have that choice. He supports his wife, his
kids, his parents. If he doesn’ t work, there’ s no money.
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