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Some of the cicadas temporarily overtaking parts of the eastern and southern U.S. are
turning into sex-crazed “ zombies,” thanks to a fungus that tears off their genitals but
drives them to keep mating nonetheless.
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Massospora cicadina has been observed in cicadas in more than half a dozen states —
both those belonging to Brood XIII, which emerges every 17 years and is concentrated in
Illinois, and of Brood XIX, a 13-year group that is distributed across much of the
southeast.
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This is the first time these two specific broods have co-emerged since 1803 — and it’ s
not the only quirky (or some might say, chilling) fact about them.
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The fungus is easy to spot because it replaces cicada’ s backends with what looks like a
“ chalky white gum drop,” according to Matt Kasson, a professor of forest pathology
and mycology at West Virginia University.
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Kasson told NPR last month that the fungus is unique because it does “ active-host
transmission,” meaning that it keeps the cicada alive — and flying around — even after
about a third of its body has been replaced by fungal tissue.
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“ This is the puppeteer — the fungus — pulling the strings on its unsuspecting host,”
he said. “ It's keeping the host active to attempt to mate to spread the spores.”
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As part of that effort, the fungus also makes cicadas hypersexual. Typically, male cicadas
make a loud mating call to attract females, who respond by flicking their wings. Infected
males, in their fungus-fueled quest for world domination, will also pretend to be females
to mate with other males.

gobdooboouoboobbooboouboobbuoobboouboobbo
gobooboogboobboobbouoboobboobboouboonbnbda
gobooboguboobboobuogn

Their attempts at reproduction, doomed from the start, only fuel the virus’ spread, a
group of scientists at Chicago’ s Field Museum of Natural History told NPR in a
statement.
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“ Eventually, their fungal plug gets ripped open, and they fly around raining down
spores, further spreading the fungus,” they wrote. “ Some scientists call the cicadas at
this stage 'flying salt shakers of death." "
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Periodical cicadas only live about three to four weeks once they emerge from the ground,
so this year’ s crop will start to dwindle later this month. The fungus, however, will live
on.
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“ Stage I” infected cicadas pass the disease onto other adults in their same generation,
according to the University of Connecticut. “ Stage I1” cicadas disperse spores into the
soil, where they will go on to infect the next generation of cicada nymphs in either 13 or
17 years.

goobooboouo* oo obboouoboobbooboouoboobbo
go“ goboo” gboobobdoobboobbodgboboooiybogogoood
gobogoo



g %gm https://www.jiandongshicai.cn/

— jiandongshicai.cn



http://www.tcpdf.org

