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You’ dthink flight rage is a uniquely Chinese problem, but a US flight between
Denver and Newark had to be diverted on Aug 24 after one passenger prevented another
from reclining her seat.

The flight, which was being fulfilled by United Airlines, made an unscheduled stop in Chicago to discharge the two
bickering passengers. According to The Associated Press, a man attached a Knee Defender to the seat in front of
him. The Knee Defender is a $22 device that locks onto the tray table on the back of a plane seat, making it
impossible target=_blank class=infotextkey>possible for the person in front to recline the chair.
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When the man refused to remove the device at the directive of a flight attendant, the woman seated in front of him
turned around and threw water at him. At this point, the pilot landed the plane and both passengers were removed
from the flight.
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The incident has caused a heated debate in US media about whether it is rude to use the Knee Defender or to
recline one’s seat when over the years economy class seats have seen legroom shrink.
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Josh Barro, writing for The New York Times, says the passenger who used the Knee Defender was not only asking
for trouble, but he was actually violating his fellow passenger’s property rights. When you buy an airline ticket,
says Barro, one of the things you’re buying is the right to use your seat’s reclining function. If this passenger so
badly wanted the passenger in front of him not to recline, he should have paid her to give up that right.
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