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The ideal of rural life reflected in art and literature is a significant feature of Chinese
civilization, which is largely attributed to Taoism's affection for nature. There are two
most favored themes in traditional Chinese paintings. One depicts various happy scenes
of family life, often featuring elderly people playing chess and drinking tea, men farming
and harvesting, women weaving and sewing, and children playing outdoors. The other
theme portrays the pleasures of rural life, showing fishermen fishing on the lake, farmers
chopping wood and gathering herbs on the mountains, or scholars sitting under pine
trees, reciting poems and painting. These two themes can respectively represent the life
ideals of Confucianism and Taoism.
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