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[Literal Meaning]

draw/snake/add/foot

to draw a snake and add feet to it
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[Explanation]

to ruin the effect by adding something superfluous
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[Example]

You've said enough about this topic in the previous part. This paragraph in the article is
absolutely redundant.
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to paint the lily

e To paint the lily
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¢ Paint a snake with feet added to it;ruin the effect by adding what is superfluous
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e "Carry coal to Newcastle, send owls to Athens"

"2292 2277"

e More examples just belabor it
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e Comment on this would be to gild the lily.
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¢ Gild [paint] the lily
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¢ His point that no serious harm is done in such cases has led him to contrive a subplot
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¢ For such a beautiful girl, to use make-up would be to gild the lily.
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