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The Queen, Margaret Thatcher and J.K. Rowling have been celebrated in a list of the top
40 women who changed the world.
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The list, which also includes Marilyn Monroe and 17-year-old girls' education activist
Malala Yousafzai, was topped by pioneering Polish chemist Marie Curie, who was the
first woman to win the Nobel Prize — and won it twice.
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British nurse Florence Nightingale came second and former Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher was third.
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Suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst and Mother Teresa completed the top five.
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Royals fared well, with the Queen, Princess Diana, Queen Victoria, the Queen Mother
and Elizabeth I all in the top 20.
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The most admired quality of women in the list, which was compiled after a poll of 2,000
British adults by Sky Arts, was that they were not afraid to challenge the beliefs of their
time.
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But two thirds of those polled said young women today lack inspirational figures and
eight in ten felt youngsters idolise modern celebrities too much.
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A spokeswoman for Sky Arts said, 'There's no doubt that the women on this list changed
the world and continue to inspire people today.
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