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At least two people were bitten by sharks in Florida this week, including a 14-year-old
boy who accidentally dove into one of the animals during a lifeguard training camp drill.

WARNING

Shark attacks over the July Fourth weekend injured four beachgoers in Florida and
Texas.

And late last month, the actor and professional surfer Tamayo Perry, 49, died after being
attacked by a shark off the coast of Oahu in Hawaii.

Stories of violent encounters between sharks and swimmers can frighten the recreating
public, leading to beach closures and conjuring up images of films like Jaws.

But shark experts say the risk of an attack is exceedingly low.
"It's pretty common for people to encounter sharks. It's very uncommon for them to

know about it," says Catherine Macdonald, director of the Shark Research &
Conservation Program at the University of Miami.
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Sharks inhabit the whole ocean, Macdonald says, and they may swim into shallow waters
near the coastline to hunt for fish or avoid larger sharks. Most of the time, when sharks
come across people, they just swim away.

Humans aren't part of a shark's diet, which for most species consists primarily of smaller
fish or invertebrates. If they attack people, it's likely because they are confused or
curious, according to the National Ocean Service.

So when an attack does occur, it's unusual. "Relative to the number of people who enjoy
recreation in our oceans, shark bites are incredibly rare,” Macdonald says.

According to a global tally of shark attacks called the International Shark Attack File at
the Florida Museum of Natural History, there were 69 unprovoked bites in 2023. That's
slightly higher than the five-year average of 63 shark attacks.
Macdonald says there could be a few factors contributing to a possible increase in shark
attacks, including an uptick in reporting, a larger number of people using the water and
beachgoers spending more time out of the year at the shore.
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