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《生死相依：比利时夫妇决定同时安乐死》

 

An elderly husband and wife have announced their plans to die in the world's first 'couple' euthanasia - despite
neither of them being terminally ill.

?????????????????????????????????????????????????????

Instead the pair fear loneliness if the other one dies first from natural causes.

??????????????????????????????????????????

Identified only by their first names, Francis, 89, and Anne, 86, they have the support of their three adult children
who say they would be unable to care for either parent if they became widowed.

89???????86??????3?????3?????????????????????????????????

The children have even gone so far as to find a practitioner willing to carry out the double killings on the grounds
that the couple's mental anguish constituted the unbearable suffering needed to legally justify euthanasia.

???????????????????????????????????????????????????????

The couple, from Brussels, are receiving regular medical treatment for age-related ailments.

??????????????????????????

Francis has received treatment for prostate cancer for 20 years and is unable to spend a day without morphine and
Anne is partially blind and almost totally deaf.

???????????????20????????????????????????????????

They always go out shopping together because they are both scared that one day the other will not return home.

??????????????????????????????

They decided that life in a care home was not an option because of their fear they would end up bedridden without
the strength to insist on euthanasia.

??????????????????????????????????????

They planned to commit suicide on February 3 next year, their 64th wedding anniversary, by placing plastic bags
over their heads after taking an overdose of sleeping pills.

??????????2?3?—????64????????????????????????????????????

'We want to go together because we both fear of the future,' said Francis. 'It's as simple as this: we are afraid of
what lies ahead.
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“?????????????????????????”??????“??????????????????”

'Fear of being alone and above all, fear of the consequences of loneliness.'

“?????????????????”
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