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Nearly a century before the first high-rise made its mark on Hong Kong's skyline, a
Scottish photographer took these amazing photos of the Far East city.
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John Thomson, from Edinburgh, was one of the first Western photographers to travel to
the region, documenting the people, landscapes and artifacts of eastern cultures in the
1860s.
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An album of his incredible pictures, which he took around 150 years ago, sold at auction
today for nearly [0 50,000.
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Among the 38 prints are images of the Happy Valley race course, Victoria Peak, street
and garden views, Chinese shop fronts, villagers and the famous dragon procession as
well as portraits of Mr Mercer's pony, named Tommy.
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The album, which has been passed through Mr. Mercer's family, went under the hammer
at Christie's in London, where it was snapped up by an anonymous bidder for O 47,500.
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