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Ant species that get introduced into a brand new environment often form supercolonies,
van Wilgenburg says. That means their nests all contain ants that are closely related and
genetically similar, so the different nests don’ t fight with each other.

That’ s not the case with ManhattAnts.

Tests in the lab show that ants taken from different New York nests will treat each other
like strangers and duke it out. Even neighboring nests that are physically close to each
other, like in adjacent flower pots, can treat each other as dire enemies.

“ They are very aggressive towards other ants, and you will see them carrying other
ants’ bodies,” says Clancy McCann, a Fordham University student who' s been
studying this ant with van Wilgenburg.

Izzie Kaplan, another Fordham student, says ManhattAnts — like many New Yorkers —
are also speed walkers.
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“ They’ re very fast, and that’ sanother reason why we’ re super interested in them,”
says Kaplan. Their speed may give them an advantage in the city as they compete with
other species for resources.

In general, these ants human food, although Kennett says her research shows that
they will resort to whatever’ s available in “ really urban sidewalk habitats.”

Their main IS , a kind of sugary poop excreted by aphids and scale
insects.
The ants seem to be going up into street trees to for honeydew, says Kennett, and

it may be that they’ ve found a that’ s not really being pursued by other ants in this
city.

But ants that like honeydew will protect and care for the plant pests that produce it,
increasing the numbers of pests and consequently making life harder for the plants.

Argentine ants in California tend aphids in this way, for example, and have
proven to be a real headache for citrus orchards there.

It" s“ entirely possible” that, in the long term, ManhattAnts could have a negative
effect on city trees, says Kennett, who says these ants seem to be foraging constantly,
even at night. “ | wish we could just see what they were doing all the time.”
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1. Ant species that get introduced into a brand new environment often form
supercolonies, van Wilgenburg says.
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2. Tests in the lab show that ants taken from different New York nests will treat each
other like strangers and duke it out.
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3.“ They are very aggressive towards other ants, and you will see them carrying other
ants’ bodies,” says Clancy McCann, a Fordham University student who’ s been
studying this ant with van Wilgenburg.
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4. But ants that like honeydew will protect and care for the plant pests that produce it,
increasing the numbers of pests and consequently making life harder for the plants.
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