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Beijing and Shanghai will offer tax refunds on purchases madeby overseas visitors starting on July 1. The two cities
were chosen as the first Chinese mainlandcities to start the program after a tax refund trial in Hainan province.
“The tax refund policy is anew step in building Beijing as an internationalized tourism destination,” said Wang Yue,
deputydirector of the Beijing Municipal Commission of Tourism Development.

Tourists from overseas, as well as those from Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan who have lived onthe Chinese
mainland for no more than 183 days, will be eligible for an 11 percent rebate onconsumer goods bought at
designated stores.

So far, 86 stores in Beijing and 27 in Shanghai have qualified for the program. The minimumpurchase to obtain a
tax refund is 500 yuan at any one store in a day.
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Offering tax refunds has long been an important way for cities and countries to attract overseastourists. More than
50 countries and regions have tax refund polices, including the United States,Japan, South Korea, Canada, Brazil
and Thailand.
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