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China boasts a long history of water transportation. As early as the Shang Dynasty,
sailboats were already in use. The Grand Canal of the Sui Dynasty greatly facilitated
water transportation between the north and the south. During the Ming Dynasty, Zheng
He made seven voyages to the Western Seas, reaching the eastern coast of Africa on one
of his trips. China is endowed with numerous rivers and a long coastline, providing
excellent conditions for water transportation. The Yangtze River serves as the most
significant inland shipping channel, with its main stream stretching over 3,000 kilometers
from Yibin, Sichuan Province, to the sea. Chongqing, Wuhan, and Nanjing are key ports
along the Yangtze River. China has numerous ports suitable for ocean shipping, such as
Shanghai, Dalian, Qinhuangdao, Tianjin, Qingdao, Ningbo, Xiamen, Guangzhou, and so
on. These ports have shipping routes connecting more than 150 countries and regions
worldwide.
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