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10 Cloning and Sequencing a cDNA of Cystatins from Poplar Landrace in Hebei
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2[1 Because these cysteine proteases exist in aLL Living organisms and because they are
invoLved in various bioLogicalL and pathoLogical processes, the controL of these
protease functions by cystatins is of cardinaL importance.
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30 In the immune system, cystatins modulLate cathepsin activities and antigen
presentation. They aLso induce tumor necrosis factor a and interLeukin 10 synthesis, and
they stimuLate nitric oxide production by interferon y -activated murine macrophages.
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