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Stories behind the Military Parade Villages

There is a Military Parade Village at Yangfang town, Changping district, in the north of Beijing. The
village, rebuilt from a local shooting range several months ago, has a gold-roofed, red-walled complex,
which is imitation of the Tian'anmen Gate Tower. A road, 3-km long and 70-meter wide, lies in front of

the "Gate Tower". That is where the parade soldiers conducted training.
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Beijing has a total of four Military Parade Villages at Shahe airport in Changping district, Zhangjiawan
airport in Tongzhou district, Liangxiang airport in Fangshan district and Nanyuan airport in Daxing
district. Before the military parade held in 2009 that celebrated China's 60th founding anniversary, the

foot phalanxes were trained at Shahe and the vehicle phalanxes at Zhangjiawan.

For the officers and soldiers undergoing intensive training every day, how their basic necessities of life

— food, clothing, shelter and means of traveling — were fulfilled is also a focal point.
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The logistics teams act according to circumstances and prepare form-fitting clothes at a scientific
quantity for the parade soldiers. More than 380,000 pieces of clothing and bedding were distributed to
soldiers; 14,000 pairs of shoes and 11,000 pieces of clothing and bedding were repaired; and 13,000

pieces of clothing and bedding were dry-cleaned and ironed, according to preliminary statistics.
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A diet evaluation system, developed especially for the parade soldiers by a 10-person team in 28 days,

has provided proper dietary recommendations. The system can calculate food energy and nutrients

allowances using computers, based on soldiers' everyday need.
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According to barrack reconstruction projects, post offices, barbers' rooms and supermarkets were set
up; more than 2,500 sq m of barrack housing were built at the training center of the General Staff
Department; more than 3,000 sq m areas were greened around soldier stations; and 213

air-conditioners and over 300 curtains were provided.

For the first time, high-speed trains and planes were used in the transportation of the soldiers to be
inspected. In addition, local businesses' vehicles were rented for the first time. Renting vehicles of
major transportation enterprises located in Beijing had helped save the military's human and material

resources, and also ensure transportation safety.
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