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Before the advent of written language, ballads and orally transmitted myths flourished
abundantly, marking the inception of Chinese literature. However, ballads were
spontaneous expressions of people's lives, and in ancient times, there was no means to
preserve or record them, so they quickly disappeared without a trace. Nowadays, we can
only infer their existence from some ancient books. These books contain records of
ballads from very ancient times, but most of them are attributed falsely to later
generations. Ballads with verifiable origins can only be found in the "Book of Songs"
(Shijing). From this perspective, the influence of ancient myths on Chinese literature is
more pronounced.
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