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Biometric data and information provided on the visa application forms will be stored in (the Schengen Area's Visa
Information System)VIS' central database for 59 months.

First-timers will have to apply in person at consulates or external service providers to give fingerprints and a digital
photo.
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The VIS will simultaneously begin operating in all Schengen countries' consulates in China, Japan, South Korea
and Mongolia.
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