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《莫斯科圣诞节前夕爆发大规模抗议活动》

周日，成千上万俄罗斯人聚集起来抗议所谓的杜马选举舞弊。据集会组织者称预期有5
万多人参加这次莫斯科市区萨哈罗夫大街上的抗议活动。他们还特别为此次活动切断
了交通。

MOSCOW - Thousands of Russians gathered here Saturday to protest against alleged vote fraud in the State
Duma elections.

According to the rally organizers, up to 50,000 people are expected to attend the protest on Sakharov Avenue in
downtown Moscow, which has been specially cut off to traffic for the gathering.

The city police said tough security measures had been taken and protestors had to pass some 50 metal detectors
to enter the avenue.

The rally organizers have promised the demonstration, under the slogan "For Fair Elections," would be safe and
calm.
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Former Russian Finance Minister Alexei Kudrin, who resigned in September amid a spat with President Dmitry
Medvedev over government budget policy, had arrived at the rally, according to Interfax news agency.

Local media reported billionaire Mikhail Prokhorov, who plans to run against Vladimir Putin in the March 2012
presidential elections, would also take part in the protest.

There were large screens, loudspeaker equipment and field kitchens at the venue. about 4 million roubles had
been collected through social networks to finance the rally, local media said.

This is the second mass protest this month. On December 10, more than 40,000 attended a rally at Bolotnaya
Square, across the Moskow River from the Kremlin, demanding honest elections and a vote recount.
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