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China’s primary and secondary school Chinese language textbooks have been revised to focus more on traditional
culture, according to an editor.
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Starting this autumn, more than four million first and seventh graders from Hunan, Henan,Guangdong, Liaoning
and other provincial-level regions will use the new books.
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According to Wang Xuming, president of the Language and Culture Press under the Ministry of Education,40
percent of the content in the previous edition has been changed.

Traditional material makes up 30 percent of the revised primary school textbooks, while it increases to about 40
percent for secondary school textbooks.
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"We did so to address the needs of parents, who want their children to learn more about traditional culture,” said a
senior editor surnamed Zhu in charge of the middle school textbooks.
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"Now many people cannot even understand the language in classical Chinese books,and parents compete to send
their children to commercial training centers for traditional culture,"she said.
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China has seen a renewed interest in traditional education. A report by the Southern Metropolitan Daily said that
China has more than 3,000 Sishu, or traditional private schools, in addition to training centers teaching students
classical essays.

"Demand for private education grows when teaching of traditional culture in public schools is not enough," Zhu
said.
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She told Xinhua that the poetry and essays in the new books were selected not only sostudents can learn the
language, but also to instruct them on philosophy.
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Primary and middle schools in China had uniform textbooks before an education reform in 2001, which allowed
schools in different provinces to use different textbooks. More than ten publishers have released their own
textbooks, including the Language and Culture Press.

This is the first revision the press has made in more than a decade.
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They have replaced some outdated articles.
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Editors substituted an article about the Nanjing Massacre with a better-known version by Chinese-American writer
Iris Chang.
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