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The first minister told the BBC that could happen if the UK government started the formal process of leaving the EU
without Scotland’s position being safeguarded.
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She has also suggested that Scotland could stay in the UK and the EU.
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The UK minister responsible for Brexit said he did not think this would work.
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But earlier, the Prime Minister Theresa May said she would listen to any options brought forward by the Scottish
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government.

PPV 7??7??7??7?7?7?7?7?7?7

Following a meeting with Ms. Sturgeon on Friday, Mrs. May appeared unwilling to consider a second referendum
on Scottish independence, saying people in Scotland sent a "very clear message" in 2014.

Mrs. May also said she would not trigger Article 50 - the formal process of the UK leaving the EU - until there was a
"UK approach and objectives".

'Up to the people’

“P97"

On the BBC’s Sunday Politics Scotland programme, when asked about her position if Article 50 was triggered in
December and the Scottish government was not "on board", Ms. Sturgeon said that was why she was making
preparations for a second independence referendum.

"Of course at that point that would be an option and a decision that | would have to consider," she said.
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"If you are asking me right now, do | think Theresa May will never ever trigger Article 50 unless | am saying to her |
am absolutely happy with the direction that the UK is taking, | don’t know that that is the case, but what she did
seem to indicate is that she wants, as | want, to see if we can find options that respect how Scotland voted."

Theresa May and Nicola Sturgeon were in talks on Friday
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When asked if she would be happy to have an independence referendum in the first half of next year, she said: "I
will have an independence referendum if | come to conclusion that is in the best interests of Scotland.
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"I've always said that. It would be up to Scottish people ultimately to decide if that is right way to go."
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She added that if a referendum was going to be held it would make sense for that to happen before the UK left the
EU.
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Speaking earlier on the BBC's Andrew Marr show about Scotland’s position regarding the EU, Ms. Sturgeon
suggested that Scotland could stay in the UK and the EU.
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